
 
Lent 5A: Untie Them and Let them Go! 
 
I looked at my on-line calendar for the week ahead, and then 
proceeded to delete or postpone most everything.  I’ve been struck by 
how when everything is cancelled, there is lots of time to be about 
many other things—all is possible!  And it is very difficult to do one 
specific thing.  My role as priest and pastor continues and it can be 
elusive to figure out what that should look like.  Similarly, your role as 
mom, dad, son, daughter, teacher, caregiver, spouse, nurse, responder, 
clerk, stocker continues and perhaps you are struggling to figure it out.  
Scriptures today call us to believe what St. Paul says:  The One who 
raised Jesus from the dead is able to bring life to our newly changed 
way of living. 
 
This is what God does, bring a way to impossible situations.  God brings 
life to where there was death.  
 
To Ezechiel’s community in exile God says O my people!  I will put my 
spirit in you that you may live….O my people, I will put my spirit in you 
that you may life.  You will be recreated from your exile. 
St. Paul If the Spirit of the One who raised Jesus from the dead dwells 
in you….. the One will give life to you as well 
He’ll go on to say that NOTHING can separate us from the love that 
comes to us through Jesus Christ our Lord, not life, death, principalities, 
powers, coronavirus…. 
And Jesus says Untie him and let him go. 
Unwrap his eyes and let him see. 
Talk about a new look at things….I bet Lazarus had a new perspective.  
He experienced in his person that Jesus is the resurrection and the life; 
just a sign of the power that was to come. 
 



Friends, Jesus is doing the same for us today.  All the changes of the 
past few weeks, rather than separate us from the power of the 
resurrection, can lead us to Easter Life. 
I offer a few tips so that this 5th week of Lent (3rd week in pandemic 
time) can be fruitful and rich with blessings. 
 
Firstly, we need to make and keep a regular schedule.  (I get up at my 
regular time.  I’m still setting the times for my Holy Hour.)  Of course, 
families have special challenges, but one could also call these 
opportunities.  School resumes for many on Monday.  A good spiritual 
practice is to create and pray over the new classroom our children or 
grandchildren will be using.  Create a brand new schedule. 
 
Secondly, remember that Jesus, the Sacrament of God, is manifest in 
the natural world around us, or as St. Paul says to the people of 
Colossae, for in him were created all things in heaven and on earth. 
(Col1.16) 
Nature can be for us a window to the paschal mystery.  So if possible, 
go outside…..stay outside……work outside…..get dirt under your 
fingernails….feel the wind.  Creation is a sacrament of Jesus himself. 
 
And finally, God has given us this Lent with unexpected fasting, with 
lots of time, with many opportunities.  Let us be open to the miracle of 
NOW.  I’ve found myself in phone conversations with family, friends 
and coworkers wanting to wrap up the call (“Gotta go….”).  I don’t have 
to go!  I have all day!! And I have time to lean into the feelings of the 
moment because I don’t have to rush off to something else. 
 
Jesus wants to bring us to New Life.  We are passing through the tomb 
to a brand new way of being alive.  Jesus has untied us and set us free! 


